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With a weighted GPA of 105.74, 
T.J. Sullivan earned the designation of 
salutatorian of the Class of 2017. He is 
an Advanced Placement Scholar with 
Distinction and has completed nine AP 
courses, including the most challenging AP 
Calculus and AP Statistics courses. 

T.J. was vice president of both the National Honor Society and 
the National Science Honor Society. He is interested in mathematics 
and science and, as a junior, was the recipient of the University of 
Rochester Bausch and Lomb Award for Science. He also participated 
and competed in Mathletes, Science Olympiad and the Rube Goldberg 
Club. 

T.J. is a cellist with the symphonic and chamber orchestras and 
performed for the Salvation Army and for retired teachers at the 
Wantagh Public Library. Athletically, T.J. is a Nassau County basketball 
A-2 Scholar-Athlete and was a member of the Warriors basketball 
team, where he earned three varsity letters and a Nassau County A-2 
All-Conference designation. He also enjoys participating on a number 
of travel basketball teams and volunteers as a coach, training athletes in 
the Coach Kaible Basketball Program. 

Additionally, T.J. was a founding member of the Wellness Club,  
mentoring special education students. His community outreach also 
extended to the Camp ANCHOR summer and bowling programs, 
serving physically challenged adults and children. For the past two 
years, T.J. volunteered with Rolling Thunder, a running program for 
people with special needs, was a member of the International Outreach 
Club and prepared students for examinations during his work as a peer 
tutor. 

School counselor Jacqueline Lennon commented, “T.J. is 
motivated, intelligent and well-rounded, but what you can’t read from 
his resume is how sincere and respectful he is.”  

T.J. will study Human Science at Georgetown University this fall.

Following years of hard work, 
Grace Sullivan was named 
valedictorian of the Wantagh High 
School Class of 2017. In addition 
to acquiring a weighted GPA of 
106.5, Grace is a National Merit 
Semifinalist and an Advanced 

Placement Scholar with Honors. 
Grace was vice president of the National Honor Society and 

president of the National Science Honor Society, as well as a 
member of the National Art Honor Society. She was also part of 
Wantagh’s science research program, received an Honors Award 
with the Long Island Science Congress and was accepted into 
Stony Brook University’s Simons Summer Research Program. 
As a junior, Grace received the esteemed Harvard Book Award 
for outstanding academic accomplishments and for exhibiting 
character.

“Beneath her polite and polished exterior lies a remarkable 
history of consistent effort in academics and extracurricular 
activities,” school counselor Jacqueline Lennon noted. “Teachers, 
peers and administrators hold Grace to the highest honor because 
with her innate intelligence comes character and respect.” 

A two-time recipient of the Daughters of the Revolution Essay 
Contest, Grace was also student government president, Science 
Olympiad team president, co-captain of the Rube Goldberg team 
and Key Club treasurer. She could also be found on the track as a 
member of the cross-country, winter and spring track teams as an 
All-Conference and All-County athlete. She also volunteers  with 
Rolling Thunder, a program for individuals with special needs, 
encouraging children to become active through running.

Grace will study pre-med at Washington and Lee University 
this coming fall. 

Grace Sullivan, Valedictorian
Weighted G.P.a. 106.5

college: Washington and lee 
university

ThomaS (T.J.) Sullivan, Salutatorian
Weighted G.P.a. 105.74

college: Georgetown university

Top of the Class



Class of 2017
 Reaches an Academic Milestone

Spotlight

Class of 2017
Diplomas granted .............................................................281Graduation rate ............................................................. 100%Total Regents Diplomas ................................................. 96.8%Total Advanced Regents Diplomas ............................... 65.48%Total Advanced Regents Diplomas with Honors ............. 25.98%Students attending 2-year  and 4-year colleges and universities  ........................... 95.73%Class of 2017 scholarship offerings  ........ approximately $2.8M

The Class of 2017 celebrated a long-
awaited milestone during the District’s 62nd 
annual commencement exercises held in the 
school gymnasium on June 23. The Board 
of Education, administration and faculty 
led the 281 graduates down the aisle and to 
their seats as the high school band, under the 
baton of Mindy Dragovich, played “Pomp 
and Circumstance.” 

After a salute to the flag by General 
Organization co-president Francesca Sielaw, 
student conductors Elizabeth Goldrick, 
Dylan Hubert and Brittany Minutoli led the 
high school band for the last time playing the 
national anthem.

Principal Carolyn Breivogel extended a 
warm welcome and reminded students, “Your 
character and name are your most prized 
possessions.” During her final remarks as 
superintendent, Superintendent of Schools 
Maureen Goldberg used the metaphor 
of a ball of yarn to depict the milestones 
and twists the graduates and their parents 
had experienced. “The greatest twist is the 
unraveling of the line into the real world,” 
she said. She also urged students to cherish 
family and friendships made during their 
high school years and to remember how 
blessed their lives are. Board President 
Anthony Greco told the graduates that he is 
confident that they have the knowledge and 
skills to compete in the world. “You can do 
anything you desire, as long as you stick to 
your goals,” he said. 

Senior class co-presidents Katherine 
Goldrick and Julia Kiefer reflected on high 
school memories and noted the enthusiasm 
and togetherness demonstrated by the 
Class of 2017. Continuing the tradition 
of honoring educational achievement, 
the Wantagh Foundation for Educational 
Excellence Executive Director Ralph 
Spagnolo and Wantagh Dollars for Scholars 
President Gerald McCrink presented select 
seniors with scholarships.

Salutatorian T.J. Sullivan took to 
the podium and spoke about how his 
volunteerism at Camp ANCHOR inspired 
him. He quoted the Camp ANCHOR 
theme, “To the world you might be one 
person, but to one person you might be 
the world.” He also noted, “You don’t need 
to be a celebrity or a superhero to make a 
difference.” Valedictorian Grace Sullivan 
explained how adversity can drive success and 
how emotions serve as a momentous force in 
personal decisions.  
“We have all doubted ourselves during times 
of adversity,” she said. “The actions you take 
in the presence of adversity will define you as 
a person.” 

After the graduates received their 
diplomas, Mrs. Goldberg and Mr. Greco 
certified that the seniors had met the 
standards for graduation. In keeping with 
tradition, the graduates then through their 
hats in the air, marking their beginning as 
alumni of the Wantagh School District. 
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During the annual crossing over 
ceremony, Wantagh Middle School faculty 
and parents joined in celebrating the 
advancement of 243 eighth-grade students, 
who will meet more rigorous challenges 
upon entering high school this fall. 

After student T.J. Cerasi led the 
audience in the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Principal Dawn Matrochano stated in her 
address that the ceremony was a “time of 
reflection” and an opportunity to thank 
parents for their support. To the students, 
she noted that crossing-over denotes a 
new stage of academic challenges. She also 
urged, “Don’t be in too big of a hurry to 
grow up.”

Graduates Dylan Reich, Nicole 
Frascatore and Amanda Ciaramella fondly 
reflected on the special events and activities 
that occurred during their tenure at the 
middle school, while Austin Henglein 
shared his beliefs that high school will be a 
time of new opportunity.

Following the celebratory speeches, 
Assistant Principal Dr. Stephanie Scolieri 
called the students to the podium 
to receive a certificate of completion, 
distributed by members of the Board 
of Education and administration. After 
the ceremony, the graduates attended a 
dance in the middle school auditorium to 
celebrate their achievements and say good-
bye to their peers.   

Forest Lake, Mandalay and 
Wantagh Elementary School 
fifth graders commemorated the 
culmination of their elementary school 
experiences during individual moving 
up ceremonies. The ceremonies were 
punctuated with photo-montages and 
video presentations, in addition to 
special musical performances.  

Principals Anthony Ciuffo, Marie 
Pisicchio and Dr. Randee Bonagura 
congratulated graduates on their 
academic accomplishments and noted 
that they have the tools to succeed in 
middle school. Students were urged 
to remember where their paths started 

and to remember that they will always 
be a part of their school communities.

Mr. Ciuffo told his students 
to embrace the challenges that a 
transition to middle school brings 
and to reflect on how they want to 
be remembered. “You have the power 
to create your own legacy,” he said. 
“Continue to live your life in the way 
you can be proud of.”

Upon the conclusion of the 
ceremonies, graduates joined family 
and friends for refreshments, at which 
time they thanked their teachers and 
said goodbye to their classmates until 
they meet again in middle school.    

Crossing Over to  New Academic Challenges

Class of 2024 Sets Out on New 
Academic Path


